
To Make a Crochet Coral 
You'll need to know how to increase the number of stitches in a row by working more than one 
(single crochet) stitch into a single stitch. 

To increase by 1 stitch, work 
2 (single crochet) stitches 
into a single stitch from a 
previous row.
You might want to increase 
by 3 stitches. In that case 
work 4 stitches into a single 
stitch from the previous 
row.

Shaping Coral Ruffles

Increasing into a row like this is how you make your coral ruffle. The more stitches you increase by 
per stitch, and the more increase stitches you put in per row, the more ruffled your coral will be. 
If you increase each row regularly, keeping to the same number of increases (for example, if you 
increase by 3 stitches every second stitch), you will create a mathematical shape, a hyperbolic 

plane, a shape that nature loves to use. It appears in corals as well as in curly parsley and kale. It is 
a great shape for plants and corals to make as much surface area as possible to capture light or 
nutrients. Feel free to play around with how many increases you use. The natural world doesn't 
stick to strict patterns!

You might want to create a pseudosphere, another naturally occurring shape that is created 
when you work a hyperbolic ruffle around a circle. You'll need to create a circle of stitches that 
you can work your stitches into:

Make a chain of 5 stitches and make it into 
circle by inserting your needle through the 
first chain stitch you made.   Yarn over and 
draw it through both stitches on the hook, 
this is called a slip stitch (sl st).

You can work the first row of 6 stitches 
through the hole in the middle of your 
loop as if it is a stitch. Continue working 
further rows in a spiral inserting your hook 
into the top of stitches from the previous 
round. Work in more increases than you 
would on a flat row to make your circle 
ruffle as you would have had to add 
increases anyway, even if you were just 
making a flat circle without ruffles.


