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 : a potent mix?

Good health stems from much 
more than a healthy body. 
We know that the health services 
cannot simply wave a magic wand 
and bring health and wellbeing 
to us all.

We also know that within 
Greater Manchester’s museums 
and galleries there are untold 
treasures that can connect 
people to those things in life 
that are truly valuable: beauty, 
landscape, language, expression, 
history and science. These are 
the things that provide hope 
and meaning in our lives.

It is for this reason, then, that 
health professionals often join 
forces with museums and galleries 
- and, in so doing bring greater 
benefits to patients and the 
residents of Manchester. 

To find out more
www.healthandculture.org
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 Transplorations is a journey of one
 person’s experience of a kidney     
 transplant and is a celebration
 of the selfless act of the donor. 
 Artist Tracey Walshaw, a regular
 visitor to the Museum tells her
 story through creating images and   
 making mosaics.

  Inspired by our collections here at the 
  Museum, Tracey chose the ammonite and   
  shabti’s displayed in the case. She tells us why.

 “ Ammonites symbolize for me
  the spiral of life. I am drawn
  to fossils because they come from  
  living forms. In their fossilization   
  millions of years later they still
  retain their shape and beauty.
  In ancient Egypt times shabti’s    
  were buried with folk to do their   
  work in the afterlife. I love their 
  form and played with the idea
  of my husband Martin’s kidney
  doing the work for my body 
  in my present life. For me, the
  colour turquoise symbolizes health  
  and energy. It’s brightness feels
  both uplifting and encouraging.
  When I see turquoise my heart    
  flutters at the potentiality of life.”

  Tracey wants to raise awareness about organ
  donation. Do you believe in organ donation?  
  If you would take an organ would you be
  willing to give one and help someone live
  after your death?

 “ I would like to urge everyone
  to sign the organ donor register
  so that more critically ill people
  can get the opportunity that
  I was given for a new life and
  future. No words can express
  my gratitude.”

Images (ammonite) © Manchester Museum, (shabti) © Paul Cliff
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Transplorations 
           Tracey Walshaw, Artist

The Blessing Tree

I feel blessed that I was gifted a kidney

I feel blessed I was gifted my life

I feel blessed I was gifted my future

4.  Ammonite LL.15938.286
 
 This ammonite has been cut in half to reveal the shape  
 of the shell inside. The shell was divided into segments  
 which were hollow when the squid-like animal was   
 alive. The animal lived in the first chamber inside the  
 shell. It pumped either air or water in and out of the  
 other chambers, to move up and down in the sea; just  
 like a submarine. The hollow chambers have since been  
 filled with a white mineral called calcite.

1.  Let’s Hear it for the Donor
      A celebration of generosity

2.  Snowhare
     A feeling of acceptance

3. Balance
    A journey to wellness

 

 This ammonite is about 170 million years old, 
 from England. 

5.  Shabtis Unnumbered
 
 Servant figurines, or shabtis, were placed in ancient
 Egyptian tombs between c. 1800 and 300 BC to act
 as substitutes or workers for the deceased in the
 afterlife. Some examples are well-carved, up to 60cm
 in height, and show the mummy-shaped shabti carrying
 farmers’ tools. By around 300 BC it was common for
 at least one shabti to be included for every single day
 of the year and may burials contain hundreds of small  
 crude figurines such as these. 

 Faience was a common material for shabtis. This was
 made by firing objects made of a mixture of clay,   
 crushed quartz, and copper compounds to produce
 a bright turquoise glazed surface.  

6.  Canopic jar 11102
 
 During the embalming process, the ancient Egyptians   
 removed all of the internal organs except the heart -
 which was needed for the judgement of the deceased   
 This allowed the body cavity to be dried out effectively
 The kidneys and liver, intestines, lungs and stomach
 were dried out separately and placed in four jars,
 representing the four sons of the god Horus: Hapy,
 Qebekhsenuef, Duamutef, and Imsety. This limestone   
 jar has the head of the baboon Hapy.  

7.  Terracotta votive offering

 Votive offerings were frequently placed in sanctuaries
 in order to either seek the intervention of the gods
 to bring about a cure for an illness, or as thanksgiving
 offerings for being cured. Typically the part of the body
 afflicted by disease was represented in the shape of the
 votive offering. For instance a foot might represent
 lameness, the outline of an eye blindness. 

1987.71, Greek, Third century BC, Campania, Italy

Although it isn’t possible to identify the organs
specifically, this votive appears to show the lower
abdomen; lungs, heart, diaphragm, stomach, and
possibly the ribs. In the case of indeterminate
abdominal pain a general representation of the
part of the body afflicted may have been offered. 

8.  Pieces of Roman mosaic 

 The earliest mosaics were made of natural pebbles
 of various colours set into mortar. Later, pre-cut cubes
 of stone, known as tesserae, were used to create
 mosaic surfaces. Mosaics are made by painstakingly
 arranging the many thousands of individual cubes
 into a pattern and setting them into fine mortar.
 The mosaic was finished off by grinding the surface   
 with a stone to make it level. Floor mosaics are found 

R.841, 40833-4, 1977.4, 1977.12-17

on many archaeological sites from the Roman period. 
Many have survived virtually intact, buried by debris
of collapsed buildings. 

Opus sectile, a type of mosaic made of larger
pieces of stone set in geometric patterns, was used
to decorate walls and vaults and seems to have been
of higher status. 


